
  

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

fast facts 

Office of Compliance  

advancing safety, health, and workplace rights in the legislative branch 

Methylene Chloride July 2008 

Read the Label and Don’t Trust Your Sense 

During its recent biennial inspection, 
the Office of Compliance (OOC) dis-
covered the use of chemical products 
that contain methylene chloride ( CAS 
number 75-09-2) in various legislative 
branch offices. Also known as di-
chloromethane or methylene dichlo-
ride, methylene chloride is a colorless, 
volatile liquid with an odor similar to 
ether or chloroform. Methylene chlo-
ride can adversely affect the central 
nervous system, heart, liver, kidneys, 
and brain. It can also increase the risk 
of developing cancer in the salivary 
gland, liver, lung, mammary gland 
and pancreas.  This toxic solvent has 
been used, in many instances, without 
employees’ knowledge of the poten-
tial adverse health effects. 

Although OSHA does not prohibit 
methylene chloride use, it has created 
comprehensive health standards spe-
cifically for this chemical.  Employers 
must comply with various parts of   
standard 29 CFR 1910.1052 whenever  
methylene chloride is present.  

Consequently, the OOC issues a 
“Notice of Serious Deficiency Need-
ing Prompt Attention” to offices that 
are not compliant with OSHA’s spe-
cific standard and fail to include me-
thylene chloride in their Hazard Com-
munication Program. 

Exposure to
   Methylene Chloride  
Methylene chloride can be absorbed 
into the body directly through the 
skin, even penetrating many materials 
from which protective gloves are 
made. Although methylene chloride 
typically is not smelled until its air-
borne concentration reaches 200 parts 
per million (ppm), OSHA’s full-shift 
exposure limit is 25 ppm.  Not only 
does methylene chloride evaporate at 
a high rate, but people working with 
the chemical can be exposed simulta-
neously by inhalation and skin ab-
sorption.  Accordingly, the presence 
of even a small quantity of methylene 
chloride can pose a high risk to em-
ployees.   

Bottles of methylene chloride found on a recent Office of Compliance inspection. 

www.compliance.gov 

Cans of sealant containing methylene chlo-
ride found on a recent inspection. 

Effects of Methylene Chloride 
Short-term effects of overexposure 
include headaches, nausea, feel-
ings of lightheadedness, sluggish-
ness, and irritability. Methylene
chloride can also irritate the nose, 
throat and lungs, causing cough-
ing, wheezing and shortness of
breath. High doses of methylene
chloride can cause confusion, 
slurred speech, and loss of coordi-
nation. Exposure in excess of
5000 ppm can also cause the lungs 
to fill with fluid, and can even re-
sult in death. Long-term exposure 
can cause memory loss and emo-
tional changes. Exposures may 
also worsen the symptoms of heart 
disease, resulting in chest pains 
and angina. Mere contact with 
chemical products containing me-
thylene chloride can irritate and
burn the skin and eyes. 

http://www.compliance.gov


 

     

 

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                                      

         
 

   
 

 

  
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Methylene Chloride on Office of Compliance Inspections  

In legislative branch areas, liquid products found to contain methylene chloride in-
clude certain paint and varnish removers, acrylic (Plexiglas) cement, fabric adhe-
sives, and various products used in lithographic printing operations. These liquids 
may be inhaled and absorbed through the skin.  Additionally, aerosol products con-
taining methylene chloride—with the potential for inhalation—include spray paints, 
lubricants, several spray-on gasket and gasket remover products. 

The OOC recommends replacing these hazardous, life-threatening chemicals with 
safer, non-toxic substitutes. 

Cans of gasket stripper containing me-
thylene chloride found on a recent Of-
fice of Compliance inspection. 

 
fast stats 

Methylene chloride can be absorbed through the skin. It rapidly penetrates most types of pro-
tective gloves. 

 Toxic concentrations of methylene chloride can be inhaled, even when the chemical cannot be 
smelled. Any solvent can be readily inhaled when it is dispensed from an aerosol product. 

 Overexposure can cause serious health problems, including cancer. 

 OSHA’s Methylene Chloride Standard (29 CFR 1910.1052) requires a special written program to 
be created and implemented if the chemical is present in the workplace. 

 During the 109th Congress, the OOC found non-compliant methylene chloride use in 17 loca-
tions.  In addition, 14 “Notices of Serious Deficiency Needing Prompt Attention” were is-
sued. 

If you have any questions, please do not The Office of Compliance advances safety, 
hesitate to contact the Office of Compliance: health, and workplace rights in the U.S. 

Congress and the Legislative Branch. Es-
Room LA 200, John Adams Building tablished as an independent agency by the
110 Second Street, SE Congressional Accountability Act of 1995,
Washington, D.C. 20540 the Office educates employees and employ-

ing offices about their rights and responsi-t/ 202-724-9250 
bilities under the Act, provides an impartial tdd/ 202-426-1912 dispute resolution process, and investigates 

Peter Ames Eveleth f/ 202-426-1913 and remedies violations of the Act. 
General Counsel 

Mary-Margaret Smith 
Editor  Download the entire Fast Facts suite at http://www.compliance.gov 

This  in fo rma t ion  does  n o t  con s t i t u t e  adv ice  o r  an  o f f i c i a l  r u l in g  o f  the  Of f i c e  o f  C ompl iance  o r  the  Bo ard
of  Di rec to r s  and  i s  i n t e nded  fo r  ed uca t iona l  pu rpose s  on ly .  For  fu r the r  in fo rma t io n ,  p l ea se  r e fe r  to  the  
Congress ion a l  Accoun ta b i l i t y  Ac t  (2  U .S . C .  1 3 01  e t  s eq . )  a nd  the  r egu la t ions  i s sue d  by  the  Bo ard ,  o r  you  
may  con tac t  t he  Of f i c e  o f  Comp l i an ce .  

http://www.compliance.gov

	Methylene Chloride Read the Label and Don’t Trust Your Sense
	Exposure to Methylene Chloride
	Effects of Methylene Chloride
	Methylene Chloride on Office of Compliance Inspections
	fast stats



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /POL <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


